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The National Order of Trench Rats was conceived by a group of disabled World 
War I veterans who were patients in the United States Public Health Service 
Hospital No. 54 located at Arrowhead Springs, California.  
The name "Trench Rats" was adopted as it is symbolic of the rats, which the World 
War I veterans encountered in the trenches in France. 

Some of the founding members were members of the Los Angeles Chapter of the 
DAV. These members were patients at a public health hospital isolated in the San 
Bernardino Mountains. There were no activities for the patients to pass the time, 
the majority of whom were ambulatory. The veterans were recovering from 
exposure to nerve gas, mustard gas, shell shock, TB, and all the by-products of 
living below ground in dugouts and trenches . To help pass the time these WWI 
veterans formed the Trench Rats. They were officially recognized as one of two 
auxiliaries by the DAV at its National Convention in Salt Lake City in 1924.  

The N.O.T.R. is a secret, fraternal and honor organization limiting its membership 
by invitation only to those who show their devotion and meritorious service to the 
DAV and the welfare of the disabled veterans, his widow and orphans. 

The Imperial Golden Rodent from his headquarters in Florida granted a Charter to 
Fort Sherman Chapter 9 to have a Trench Rat Auxiliary Dugout #637. 



The Imperial Van appointed Post Falls resident, Robert B. Hunt, QMC, USN, Ret., 
as the first Dugout Golden Rodent. Robert has served as Commander of Fort 
Sherman Chapter #9 three times, and one time as State DAV Commander. He is 
assisted by the Silver Rodent, Charles Till, currently serving as Chapter 
Commander of DAV Chapter Fort Sherman #9. The Red-Eyed Gnawer                      
(Secretary-treasurer) is James Karlstrand. 

Disabled American Veterans make up the fourth largest, Congressionally chartered, 
veterans service organization in the nation with the total membership hovering 
around one million members. The Dugout Golden Rodent Trench Rat membership 
number is 9779. 

Dugout 637 is an “orphan dugout.” It has no papa, no mama and no sector Golden 
Rodent. The closest dugouts are in Nevada and California. The lack of other 
dugouts exemplifies the honor that has been bestowed on the members of Fort 
Sherman Chapter 9. North Idaho DAV members have been extraordinary in their 
support of the DAV. Chapter 9 wrote a check last month for $32,000 to purchase a 
new van to transport veterans from Kootenai County to the Spokane VAMC. In the 
past 25 years only one other Idaho DAV Chapter has paid cash for a van. The 
community has rallied around the members of the DAV given their full-hearted 
support to the men and women who make it all happen. 

The Golden Rodent and all the rats in his colony of rats, horde of rats, mischief of 
rats, pack of rats, plague of rats, and swarm of rats are a group of rat brothers and 
sisters dedicated to advancing disabled veterans and their families while having 
some social interaction. It is appropriate that the correct description of a group of 
rats is, “a mischief of rats”.  Golden Rodent Robert Hunt has among his goals of 
writing the bylaws, mapping out a calendar of events, assisting needy vets is to 
establish a “cheese fund” to help fund social events and maybe used by some of the 
mischief as bail money. Money not needed for bail will be used to help the Chapter 
purchase their vans. Donations to the Dugout can be sent to: 

Golden Rodent 
Dugout 637 
2536 W. Falling Star Loop 
Post Falls, Idaho 83854-9808 
208 773-1074 


